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He that refuseth castruction leone th his own soul : | 
huthe that heareth reproof, gelteth understanding. 
he fear of the Lord is instruction of wi vom: and 
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The wisest, most experienc ed, and learned | 


among the chibire ‘n of men, who have existed 
io different ages of the world, have age eed in 
this one thing, viz. that the sammit of human 
knowledge attainable in this state of existence 
is to learn, how little they know in comparison 
with what is yet to be known; or as Pope ex- 
presses it 
“°Tis but to know, how little can be known.” 

The man, who has been so happy as to at- 
iain, in any degree, to this knowledge, and is 
sensible he has yet much to learn, will ever 
keep his mind open to conviction, and be rea- 
dy to receive instruction let it come from what- 
ever quarter it may, from whomsoever it will, 
or under whatever name. Bowing in humble | 
reverence before the power of truth, and desi-| 
rous of obtaining the knowledge of whatever! 
will tend to his own happiness, render him| 
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our minds free from prejudice and bigotry.— 

| Prejudice blinds the mind, gives a sombre hue 
ito every thing that differs from preconceived 
opinions, shrouds the understanding with the 
‘sable garment of darkness, or raises obstacles 
to the reception of truth which exist only in 
the imagination. 

Great is the influence of prejudice and bi- 
gotry on the human mind, it has the power of 
changing light into darkness and of receiving 
error for truth ; ; sweet things are made sour, 
and bitter things are received for sweet, rea- 
soning is considered folly, and argument judg- 
ed to be blackguardism. ‘These reflections are 
suggested by the frequent complaints which 
are made against the preaching and writings 
of Universalists. If an attempt is made by an 
Universalist either in writing or preaching to 
expose error, owever mildly he may do it, 
and whatever -egard he may lone for the feel- 
ings of those w ho embrace the error, heis ne- 
vertheless assailed with the charge of running 
down all other denominations, and of indulg- 
‘ing in what is termed blackguardism. That 
itis the right and duty of every man to expose 


useful in life, advance the peace and prosperity | ‘and put dow n error, will not be denied, espe- 
of society, and add to the general diffusion of cially in religious concerns, where the error 
light on the understanding of the children of may ‘be detrimental to the happiness not only, 
men, the wise man will exert himself to seek | of ‘society in general, but also of every in- 
for wisdom as for gold, and dig for it as for an| dividual who is under its influence; in dving 
hidden treasure. this, however,due regard ought ever to be paid, 
But if a man has arisen to that summit of/as far asthe truth will permit, to the feelings 
wisdom, that he has become tov wise to learn|of those who have imbibed the error. They 
more; if he, in his own estimation, has arisen/ ought to be treated as men honestly mistaken, 
to the noon-tide splendor of eternal truth, | and who believe according to the best and 
knowing and understanding all things that) mos st conclusive evidence that has been furnis!}:- 
can be know n; if his wisdom and know ledge}ed them. Every man has the right of thinkin: 
fill his mind with prejudice, and steel his | for himself, in all matters civil and religious, “ane 
heart with bigotry,producing an inveterate op-! if he does not make the best use of the Peres 
position toward all who differ from him in their which God has given him te discern and un 
views and sentiments, being too wise to need j de rstand, and of tie means for in Cpenition 
further instruction, he will not seek for more! which are scattered in his path the faultis his 
Night, sitting down contented with his present| Own. 
attainments, he will neither listen to the veice! He who advecates that diviie truth revealed 
ef wisdom nor examine that which may be pre-:in the seriptures, and considers hunse it sent 
sented for his consideration, if it Opposes his\as a preac her of that truth, is bound, sclenmnls 
views of what he calls truth. bound to maintain and defe nd that truth, in al! 
The wise man, for so the writer ef the book his communications to the public, W hether he 
of Proverbs is called, tells us, that he who re-! preaches or v rites for their instruction, and it 
fuseth instruction despiseth his own soul. The jhe finds the t error in the 


i 
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stun bling block of 
scriptures abound with exhortations to search! way it ts his undentable dufy to remove them. 
after wisdom and knowledge. We arec called | Lt 1s freque ently said that Universalists ough 
upon to search the scriptures, try the spirits, ‘to preach Uris own doctrine and fet others 
to prove all things, that we nay held fast that, alone. that is ether doctrines This 1s ofte: 
which is good. ‘To exercise our powers of{said by those v ho can pittiently hear the mos! 
judging on that which is right, is not only our viel feu pail Mies avalnst the doctrine of Ui. 
priviledge but our duty: tu de this, ve must versal Saivatlon from the pulpit, and feel uot 
) | 
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led by name—their doctrine misrepresented, |:ren repent and believe, they shall eternal, 
and they themselves traduced as the vilest and | perish. 
basest of men, men to whom they will not al-| J. Rem. 1. T grant none will actually be 
low the name of christians—nor will they ad-| clear from guilt in their own consciences, till 
mit that they can be good men. Yes, those; they believe and repent ; but all will believ: 
who are so feelingly touched if Universalists | an repent, when “ every knee bows, and eve- 
attempt to expose error, will read with satis-|ry tongue confesses.” But the Lord laid on 
faction Hayne’s famous discourse, in which Christ the iniquity of us all in a sense, which 
the Devil is considered the first Universalist {actually did absolve or clear all men from euils 
preacher, and all pr eachers of that denomina-!in the sight of God; otherwise, it would have 
tion the Devil’s emissaries, and other works of — true in no sense, tliat the iniquity of us 
similar nature, and think them pious and lear- all was laid on Christ: because justice can de- 
ned publications, calculated todo much good. mand § satisfaction but once. But since, as we 
Tt ought to be remembered, that Universal-| are told, 1 Peter i. 24, “ Christ bare our sins 
ists have to meet the minds of their hearers!in his own body on the tree ;”’ and Heb. ix. 26, 
either picpossessed against the doctrine they |“ He hath appeared to put away sin by the sa- 
prese iiy or, under the influence of preconcely-, crifice of himself,’—we must be absolved, and 
ed opinions, the effects of early education. It) clear of guilt in the sight of God, as viewed in 
has long been the aim of religionists to implant! Christ our surety. And so we are told, Rom. 
on the infantmind their peculiar sentiments, in! Vv. 18, “ By the righteousness of one (C hrist) 
hopes that it W ould grow with the; ir grow th, and | the tree eift came upon all men unto justifica- 
strengthen with their strength, and 3 in the end) tion of life 2” and so we are told, 2 Cor. v. 19, 
make them firm suppor ters of their peculiar“ That God was in Christ reconciling the 
seutiments. ‘l'o effect this, the creeds of each, world unto himself, not imputing their tres —_ 
peculiar denomination have been imbodied in| ses unto them :” why not? because he had al- 
catechisms aud taught to children as soon as|ready received full ‘satisfaction for them by 
they were able to lisp a reply to the question, the death of Christ. 
asked. Hence the Universalist tinds the minds} 7. Rem. 2. The laying on Christ the ini- 
of his hearers under strong preju: lices against, quity of us all, ina sense which absolves all 
the doctrine he preaches and is under the ne-} men from guilt in the sight of God, is so far 
cessity in preaching or writing to meet the ob- from contradicting the whole current of scrtp- 
jections that will be raised avainst his senti- ture, that the whole current of scripture de- 
ments and to show their absurdity. Could the, iclares it. ‘The preachers of the law, preach 
gospel in its native simplicity be preached to! eternal damnation, which looks too much like 
persons not _— the influence of preconceiv- \« denying the Lord that bought them”’—and 
ed opmions, or did not error raise her de- “ gave himself a ransom for all ; ’ by refusing 
Christ 
there would be no need, for there would be no! sent not his ministers to preach the law, which 
occasion to notice or expose error. was fulfilled by him ; but to preach pood news 
(Concluded in our next.) ‘of the grace of God, that is “ the sospel to eve- 
iry creature,” making them “ able ministers of 
ithe New-Testament, not of the letter, but of 
the Spirit : for the letter killeth, but the spir- 





i 
FROM TIHITE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
INQUIRY, AND REMARKS. 
shiasaed —— ;, te eis it wiveth life,’ 2 Cor. i. 6. 
> The following piece of the Rev. Mr. Tyler's, was, or R Lk c 1] 
} ’ re 
banded to us in manuscript, and we suppose has nev-)' vem. 3. LOW OF ho one passas eina 
er been published. Although it coutsins afew ex-) the bible, “ which declares positive ly, except 
pressio ms which ‘fede ate the doctrine of Ficarious) men repent and believe” (ineaning before 
sufleriugs, we consider it, on the whole, highly worthy | death) “ they shall eternally per i We 
ap te attention of our rei ules. ‘know all will repent and believe finally : for 
The Rey. Mr. Tyler was long the Minister of the Upis-; ,, 
wh AN ck Mat, ik, ae h every knee shall amy) and every tongue con- 
eepal Church in Norwich, Conn. a man extensively a i 
known, aud greatly respected for his character, abilie| fess,” Ts sa, Xiv, 25, 24, 25. tom. xiv. 11, and 
ties and learning. ; Phil. i. 9, 10, E1. Bat that all who do not 
iew of the first, and a few of the last, sentences in repent and believe before they lie, shall eter- 
tray ng “ ee st, itmay be proper to nally perish, (which is the thing evidently in- 
state at the - wing s iis 
tah hig ae a igs ing, in the course of his’ tended to be imsinuated, though not said,) is 
Sermon, inakes the iollowing inquiry, and apswers it, 
W oat L th nk no passage of holy scripture as- 


viz ‘4 iy ry what sens e hath ( 7 worne our iniqui- 


to the Auete given by “Mh. King to his own ail 29, «For the rifts and calling of God are W ‘th. 
tion. lout repentance 3°? nor verse 32, “ For God 
king. In what sense the Lord hath laid on| hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he 
him (& frist) the iniquity of us all ? might have »mercy upon all :”’ por Rom. i lil. 22, 
Tider. Remark. All the demands of Justice. | 23, “the righteousness of God, by faith of Je- 


As 
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kK. Ans. Not ina sense which absolves or! sus Christ unto all, and upon all them that be- 
clears all men from euilt—for this would di-| lieve, for there is uo difference, for all have 
rectiy contradict the whole current of scrip: |sinned, and come short of the glory of God :’ 

ture, Which declares positively, that except] nor Ps. cxy. 1, “ Not unto us, 0 Lord, not un- 
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to US, but unto thy name give e the glor y, for thy 
mercy, and for thy tr uth’s s sake: >» nor Jer. x. 
33, «UO Lord, I know that the w ay of man is 
yot inhimself: if is net in man th: e _walketh 
tv direct his steps: nor t ‘Tim. it. 4, « Who!s 
will have all men tobe saved, and to tatae ub- 
to the knowles lve of the truth :”’? nor 1 Cor. xv. 
26, The last enemy shall be destroyed which 
is death :? nor Ps. it. 8, “ Ask of me, and I will 
give thee, the heathen for thine inheritance, 
and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy 
possession : 2? nor Ps. xxii. 27, 28, “ All the 
ends of the world shall veweimber and turn un- 
to the Lord: and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions shall worship before thee: for the king- 
dom is the Lords ; and he is the Governor 
among the nations 2? nor 2 Sam. xxiit. 5, * Al- 
though my house be not so with God ; yet he 
hath “made with me an everlasting satetant, 
ordered in all things and sure ; for this is all 
my salvation.” | 

K. But he has laid on him the iniquify of us 
all, in causing him to suffer tn such a manner 
as has been sufficient for the clearing of all 
men from their cuilt. 

T. Rem. Would not the Father of mercies, 


accept of what was sufficient for the clearing of 


all men from their guut? Would it be strictly |t 
just in God to lay on the Son of his love, the 
‘niquity of us all,in causing him to suffer in 
such a manneras has been “suffi ient for the 
clearing of all men from their guilt, and then 

— to clear all men from thei ‘ir guilt, think 

r Is God likely to play thus loose and fast 

vith his eternal son, in denying him the dear 

bought purchase of his bloods whe > at the 

same time, he declares, Jer. xii. “Wo 
into hin that buildeth his house *. ovate 
eoussess, and his chambers by wrong; that 
useth his neighbors service without wages, and 
eiveth him not for his work F°? And would 
Christ, as the prophet expresses it, Hageai 1. 6, 
«Karn wages to put it into a bag with holes 5” 
But does it appear that God ever refused to 
clear all men trom their guilt? What saith 
the scriptures? Why Rom. v. 18, 20, * By the 
righteousness of one, the tree gift came upon 
all men unto justification of lite.—Where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound :” and 

2 Cor. v. 19, “ God was in Christ recouciling 
the world unto himself, not iMiputing r their tres- 
passes unto them.” So that it plainly and 
fully appears from scripture, that God, has al- 
ready cleared all men ‘from. their guilt in his 

sight, as a free gift, justifying them all to life 
by the righteousness of Christ—making grace 
abound more than sin, wherever sin has taken 
place—not imputing to the world their sins at 
all, in the new covenant of his grace ;—though 
fatherly chastisement, as a necessary disci- 
pline of love, remains for a time, in the econo- 
my of Providence. 

K. He is by his sufferings made the remedy 
which is sufficient for the “whole human race: 
and this remedy is a distinct thing from the 
application of it, in a single instance. 





T. Rem. The word | “ sufficient here, is un- 
scriptural ; and looks like an artful insinua- 
ation, that God is about to cheat or defraud 
menof their real and just right in a Saviour, 
saying to this effect, | know Christ has meri- 
ted sufficient for your eternal salvation, but 
since Might overcomes Right, [ do not intend 
you shall reap, at most buta part of you, any 
benefit from it. What saith the divine rec- 
ord ? “ The man Christ Jesus gave himself a 
ransom for all;’ not a ransom sufficient for 
all, without intending to ransom all. Again, 
l Fehon v. 10, « He that believeth not God, 
hath made bien a liar, because he believeth not 
the record that God gave of his Son: and this 
is the record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life,”? &c. not that God hath given what is 
sufficient for our eternal life, but meant a great 
part of us should never be the better for it. 
Let such insinuations, as sufficient, im this case, 
never be once named among Christians. The 
scriptures speak of this renedy as positive, 
and for all—* The Lamb of God that taketh 
away the sin of the world,” John i. 29; not 
the Lamb of God that does sufficient to take 
away the sin of he worle, but never takes it 
away. 1 John ti. 2, “ And he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for the sins of the whole world; nota 
propitiation only svfficient, but net for the sins 
of the whole world.—Dan. ix. 24, “ Seveuty 
weeks are determined upon thy people, anid 
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression 
and to make an end of sins, and to make re- 
conciliation for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness, and te seal up the vision 
and praphec: vy, and to anoint the most holy ;°* 
not to do what is only sufficient to finish the 
transgression, but never actually to finish it— 
It was not said to du what should be swficient 
to make an end of sins, without ever making 
any end of them—nor sufficient to make recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, without ever actually 
making reconciliation—nor sfficient to bring 
in ev erlasting rivhteousness, without ever 
bringing it in—nor sufficient to seal up the 
Vision and prophec; y, without ever sealing them 
up—unor sufficient to anoint the most holy, 
without ever anointing him. 

I grant there is some kind of distinction be- 
tween the remedy simply, as wrought out by 
Christ the Saviour, and the actual application 
of this remedy tous inttine, and to eternity : 
but he that willed the end, also willed the 
means—* He thatspared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not 
with ~~ also freely give us all things,’? Rom. 
viil. S 

RK. The applieation of Christ, the remedy is 
made by believing in him—and if all believe in 
him, all will be saved. 

T. Rem. The application of the remedy } is 
first made to the souls of men, by giving them 
the Knowledge of the Saviour, ‘and what he 
has done: For « this is life eternal that they 
night knew thee the only true Gud, and Jesus 
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C hrist chem thou hast sent,’ 
and saith the Lord, ‘ 
the least te the greatest; for I will be merci-| 
ful to their unrig ‘hteousness, and their sins, and | 
their iniquities will I remember no more 3” 


Heb. viii. 11, 12,—their ! whose unrighteous- | 


ness will he be merciful to? Ans. To. the un-| 
righteousness of all from the least to the oreat-| 
est: W hose sins and iniquities will he remem-| 


nt A 


> dale xvi. 3,— Loeal ary Christ, I pronounce hie to be a | 
‘ All shall know me from ‘cluded from the communion of the church.” 
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«A true copy of the original. Attest, 
“ABEL L. CRANDALL, Pastor. 
* Jdams, May 8, 1824.” 
To the Rev. Jibel L. Crandall. 
Dear Str—Since you have felt it 
your duty to exclude a worthy member 


to be 
of the 


church in which you labor, from its commn- 


ber no more? Ans. The sins and iniquities of] nion, for the sole reason that he found it ne- 


all from the ieast to the greatest. ‘Lherefore | 


icessary for him, in order te maintain “ godli- 


then God will actually make application of the| ness and honesty,” to reject the unse riptural 
remedy to all, from the least to the greatest of} opinion of unmerciful and endless punishment ; 


mankind, shsans his promise takes place, of be- 
ing merciful to their unrighteousness. All 


since you probably suppose that you have 
faithfully performed this incumbent “duty,and 


| 
shall then know God, and this will be life eter-) have been pleased to state what you consider 


nal to them. It is God that makes applica- 
tion of the remedy, and faith is the gift of God. 
‘The final application of the remedy i is giving 


your authority for so doing; | trust you will 
require no other apology for this conmmunica- 
tion than a statemeut of the siinple fact, that I 


mankind immortality and eternal slory in| consider it my duty thus to address you. 


heaven. 
(Concluded in our next ) 
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ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION, 


Some time during the winter past, zekiel| thy conduct ; 


W. Robbins, ayoung man of unblemished mora! 
character, was excluded from the Congrega- 


tional Church in Adams, merely for believing | will say, 
in the fulfilment of the divine mission of Christ, ‘is “an Lasudie?* r 


wha“ came to seek and to save that which was} 


lost.”” 


While pursuing classical and theological | may 


studies with an intention of becoming a preach- | 
er of Calvinism, Br. Robbins became convinced 
of the falsity of the doctrine of endless, mer- 
ciless punishment, and joyfully embraced the 





| members.” 








You have exhibited what you say is “ the 
authority of the church to exclude unworthy 
But, Sir, Mr. Robbins was not an 
wucorthy member! You have made no charge 
against him on account of immoral and unwor- 
you will not even pretend that 
his moral ch: sracter is notas good as your own. 
Why then was he unworthy 3 ? Perhaps you 
he was “an heretics? but sir, what 
> You must be aware of the tact 
‘that ancient writers used the words heresies 
and sects as synonomous, and the word heretic 
signify one who entertains an opmion 
whichhe deems correct. This is certainly 
compatible with the utmost integrity of heart. 
When itis duly considered how var lously the 
word heretic has been used, it will cease to ter 








doctrine of the restitution ofall things, “ which | rify or disgrace any man of common under- 
God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy|standing. ‘Lhe Pope called all the reformers 
prophets since the world began He has heretics, and immolated vast numbers of inno- 
commenced the labors of the mninistry of uni-| cent victims at the shrine of superstition. Sa- 
versal reconciliation, and we confidently trust! bellius, Luther, Calvin, Socinus, Beza and oth- 
that he will be instrumental in turning many to ers, considered te whe varied from them tn 
righteousness, and bri Inging them to the know- | opinion as heretics. In one age of the world 
ledge of the true God. ithe same doctrines were considered heretical 
The following is a copy of his excommuni-| which at another time had been deemed ortho- 
cation, with the. pretended authority for this'dox. And it is worthy of special notice, that 
relic of popery. | St. Paul uses the following language, Acts xxiv. 
‘The authority of the church to exclude un-|14, “ But this I confess unto thee, that after 
ete members from her communion, is of! the way which they call heresy, so worship | 
divine origin. ‘The authority under which w elthe God of my fathers, believing all things that 
act in the present case, Is from the Apostle| are written in the law and the “prophets.” a |: 
Paul, in his E pistle to Pitus, 3d chapter, 10th/|is true that the word heresy is sometimes ap- 
and 11th verses. “ A man that i is an he ‘retic +) plied by the Apostles to bad characters, but 
atter the first and second admonition, reject;)in no instance have they applied this word to 
knowing that he that is such, is subverte d and | any because of an opinion w fic consists with 
sinneth, being condemed of himself.” Acting | ihe e integrity of heart. ‘lo the Corinthians, to 
thus under the authority of God, communica-| the Galatians and to Jitus, the a apostle Paul 
tedin his holy word, | proceed to declare, that ‘applies the words heresy and heretic to immo- 
« Whereas Ezekiel W. Robbins hath been, aren practices, and those who perform things 
by sufficient proof, convicted of heresy in de-} which they know to be wrong, and are 
nying the doctrine of endless punishment, 'self-condemned, or concious of committing sin; 
aud after much admonition and prayer, ob-| ‘but he does not apply the term heretic to an 
stinately refused to hear the church, and hath honest upright man, because his understanding 
Maile ste ul no evidence of repentance: there-jmay be the vecepticle of an error, while in the 
fore, in the name, and by the authority of the|sincerity of the heart he desires the truth and 
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tabors to discoverit. ‘The heretic Paul would 
have rejected, is one who “ is subverted and 
sinneth, being condemned of himself.” Do you 
think sir, that Mr. Robbins “ is condemned of 
himself” for his opinions ? No sir, you will 
not pretend before the world, that Mr. R. is 
auymore guilty on account of his faith, than 
vou are for a belief in Calvinism / 'Tlis scrip- 
iure therefore gives you no authority for the 
exclusion of Mr. R. from the communion of 
the church. 

Jut itis said that Mr. R. has been “ con- 
victed of heresy in denying the doctrine of 
endless punishment.” But, sir, the phrase 
«endless punishment” does not occur in the 
scriptures--nor is that Inconsistent, merciless 
dogma even stated in any language in the Bi- 
ble! By what authority then do you make le- 
resy of an opinion that is not mentioned in the 
voluine of inspiration ? Lf you think Lam mis- 
taken in this matter, please to avail yourselt 
of the columns of this paper to refute my opi- 
nion. 

It is said that Mr. R. © hath manifested no 
evidence of repentance.” Pray, sir, would you 
have a man repent of his honesty 2? Of what 
shall a man repent when he is conscious of no 
crime? L sincerely hope, sir, that you will live 
to repent of your conduct in this affair, or at 
least, that you will deeply regret it ; but I have 
not the arrogance to ask you to repent, or even 
to regret it, till you shall be convinced that 
you have done wrong. 

You say, “in the name and by the authority 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, 1 pronounce him to 
be excluded,” &c. Permit me, sir, to say, that 
inmy opinion the Lord Jesus Christ authori- 
ses no such conduct for such reasons, and I am 
fully persuaded thatitis notin your power to 
produce any authority for such proceedings. 

As I have not called in question your hones- 
ty, and as I can assure you that I feel no per- 
sonal enmity, but wish you the possession and 





enjoyment of every blessing, I trust that you| 
will receive this as the faithful admonition of| 
a sincere friend, who may stand in need ok! 
and would gratefully receive a reciprocation of 
this favor. 
Yours affectionately, 
PITT MORSE. 

P. S. If it should be thought that this let- 
ter is as applicable to the church as to your-| 
self, [ am perfectly willing that it should be! 
so applied. 





Yours, &c. 
P. M. 
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HUDSON, SATURDAY, JULY 3, 1824. 
Ne kre a sect nee Sr 2 ae poe tone =< 
It is really surprising to behold the gross 
absurdities the advocates of endless misery run 
into when they attempt te write on that sub- 
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ject. Predicating that doctrine upon the jus- 


tice of God, and his faithfulness to do all that 
his word declares, they involve themselves in 


| difficulties and inconsistencies without num- 


ber. The following extracts from papers un- 
der Baptist influence, will demonstrate the 
fact. 

GOD’s JUSTICE. 

‘Po you disbelieve it then, do you think God will 
notbe so bad as his word? When did he fail? Did he 
fail at Eden, when the world fell? Did he fail at the 
deluge, where the world was cleansed of all animation, 
save a handful ! Did he fail upon the cities of the plain, 
though remonstrated with by his friend, the father of the 
faithful? Failed he in the ten plagues of Egypt, or a- 
cainst the seven nations of Canaan; or, when he armed 
against his proper people, did ever his threatened judg- 
ments fail? Did he draw off when his own son was sul- 
fering, and remove the cup from his innocent lips?’ And 
think ye he will fail, brethren, of that futnre destiny, 
froin which to retrieve us he hath undertaken al! his woii- 
derous works unto the chiidrenof men! Why, if tt 
were but an idle threat, would he not have spared his 
only begotten Son, and not delivered him up to death? 
That sacrea blood, asitis the security of heaven to those 
who trust init, is the very seal of hell to those who des 
pise it.” 

According to the above, if we understand 
the writer, God’s justice, as revealed in his 
word requires the endless punishment of the 
transgressor, and we are cautioned not to dis- 
trust his word, having so many instances be- 
fore us in which his word has been literally 
fulfilled, we have noroom leftfor doubt. Now 
if we grant the writer all that his words im- 
port, and what he undoubtedly contends for, 
that God will strictly perform his word, and 
that that word declares that the sinner shall 
be made endlessly miserable, what we ask 
would be the natural conclusion? All have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God.— 
All, then, yea every individual of the human 
family must be lost and miserable forever. 
Reader, remember you are cautioned against 
disbelieving God’s word, you are not to adimt 
the idea, that God will not be so bad as his 
word, for he has never failed. No, never once 
failed nor ever will. Nowon what ground 
shall we rest the hope of obtaining or enjoying 
everlasting life—God’s word denounces end- 
less woe upon the sinner, and God never has, 
and never will fail of duing what his word de- 
clares. Nay, such is the certainty that God 
will fulfil his word, that we are assured that he 
‘“ did not draw off when his own son was suf- 
fering, and remove the cup from his innocent 
lips.’ 

The last expression creates some surprise 
in our minds, as Jesusis here declared suffer- 
ing according to the divine word though in- 
nocent, and we are led to inqnire, for whiat 
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did he suffer? We find something like an an- 
swer in the above extract. “ He came to rE- 
TRIEVE us’’—from what? from “that future des- 
tiny,” endless misery, which God in his word 
has denounced against us—but God never fails 
in what his word declares. How then could 
we be “ RETRIEVED” or saved, by Jesus’ suf- 
fering for us. If God’s word denounces end- 
less misery on all who transgress, and by the 
sufferings of another, even by God’s appoint- 
mnent,the threatened escape the misery denoun- 
ced against them,then there is a failure of God’s 
He has failed to do what his word de- 
clared. Should we however admit what this 
writer, and what calvinists have often and 
stilldo contend for, that Jesus came to retrieve 
us from what God's word had denounced a- 
gainst us, we should still be involved in difh- 
culty. For if God’s word has denounced end- 
less woe on the sinner, and the same word, 
has declared that he has sent his Son to re- 
irieve us from that destiny, to which his word 
both these cannot be effected 
and accomplished. If God’s 
the sinner to endless misery, and Jesus fails to 
retrieve us from this destiny, then the word 
which declares that God sent him for that pur- 
pose Fats. If on the other hand, Jesus re- 
trieves us from the destiny which the word 
aud justice of God denounces against us, then 
that word which thus threatened the sinner 
must fall short of its accomplishment. Both 
cannot be carried into effect. Kind reader, 
look carefully at this, reflect well on the sub- 
ject, do not call it blackgaurdism, and an at- 
tempt to run down other denominations. Let 
reason and good sense for once have their per- 
fect work,and show you that both these declara- 
tions cannot be accomplished. One or the other 
must fail. In order to assist the reader in 
forming his conclusions we present him with 
another extract. 
CHRIST THE SINNER’S REFUGE. 
‘ When the thunders roar, and the lightnings flash, | 
shen the clonds pour dewn rain, and the element is! 
lothed with blackness, how welcome is home to the fear- | 
ful traveller. Thus Christ isa refuge from the storm of}; 
Jehovah's justice, and resting within the sanctuary of his 
jove, we shall be as safe as Noah when housed in the ark.” 
ANON, 
Mark kind reader, “ Christ isa refuge from 
ihe storm of Jehovah's justice”? If then the 
sinner should meet with those denunciations 
which consign him to endless woe, although 
jusricr, the justice of God, demands the 


sacrifice yet if he flee to Christ, he will find a 


word. 


had denounced us, 
word consigas 


refuge until the srornm of Gov’s Jusrice is 
blown over, and he will escape uninjured. 

How strange and unaccountable it is to say 
that we must not indulge the idea that God 
will not be as bad as his word, and yet tell us 
ofa refuge to which we can flee, from the storne 
of Jehovah’s Justice, where we “ can rest in his 
love,’ and be as safe as Noah in the ark. 

sonia acite 
POST-MASTE 

Weare sorry to be under the necessity of ad- 
dressing a word to those gentlemen who have 
been entrusted with the important concerns of 
the Post-Office, gentlemen who enjoy the con 
fidence of the departments of state, and who 
we trust, are or have been selected for their 
patriotism, their integrity and uprightness as 
men, and their liberality and correct princi- 
ples as Curistians; gentlemen, 
have a correct understanding of the business, 
are solemnly bound by an oath for the faithful 
discharge of their duty; an Oaru from which 
no religious prejudice or feelings can absolve 
them, but the many complaints we receive from 
our subscribers render it necessary that we 
‘should express our disatisfaction of the conduct 
of some Post-Masters in regard to this paper. 
At one office the Post-Master in his religious 
‘zeal wrote on our paper the following “ ‘Take 
care thaty ou do not lose your souls.” In other 
offices the paper has been taken from its cover 
and detained for weeks, and when the subscri- 
ber has inquired why his paper was thus dee 

tained has been answered “ We did not think 
it of much consequence whether you had it or 
not.”” In one office our paper has been charged 
with letter postage and no argument can per 
suade the Calvinistic Post Master of the im- 
propriety; he will not suffer the paper to be 
classed as a pamphlet or as a Newspaper but 
obliges the subscriber to pay the same Postage 
as though it were aletter. These gentlemen 
may be acting conscientiously, and think they 
are doing God service in staying the propaga- 
‘tion of w hat theyconsider erroneous sentiments, 
but we very much doubt whether they are do- 


ing their duty as Post-Masters. Be it as it 
may ,we feel ourselves aggreiv ed as do our sub- 


scribers , and consider that an amendment of 
these abuses is absolutelynecessary for the hon- 
or of the Post Office Department. 
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FOR THE MESSENGER OF PEACE. 
Mr. Epiror, 
The anecdote,in your 7thNo.in which Janet’s 





confession to the 


v. Mr. Murray is noticed, 
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reminded me of a circumstance which took 


place a few years since in a neighboring state. 


An elderly gentleman of my acquaintance, had 
a wife who was frequently troubled with a me- 
lancholy depression of spirits, at which times 
she supposed she was going to die. In order 
tu drive away these gloomy feelings and arouse 
her mind trom this despondency, the husband 
generally invited a party of ladies whose cheer- 
fulness and gaity would drive away ennui. 
On one of these occasions, a sister, of the lady, 
who as usual, was invited, was very late in 
meeting with the party, and offered as an apolo- 
vy that she had been attending a preparatory 
lecture, and that the next sabbath was sacra- 
ment day. Lhe sister was very gloomy and 
distant, and her manner, and appearance was 
better calculated to add to the despondency, 
than to effect the purposes for which the visit 
was intended. Observing this, the husband 
thus addressed her, * Sister | am surprised to 
see you thus cast down and meiancholy. You 
who are a child of God and heir of heaven, who 
have just come from Church where you have 
been attending toa sermon intended to prepare 
your heart and mind to commemorate the dy- 
ing love of your Redeemer, and to partake of 
the consecrated bread and wine in testimony 
of that unchanging friendship of Jesus, which 
he pledged to his followers just before his 
death. fam really surprised sister, for it ap- 
pears to me that if any person in this world 
have cause of rejoicing, and to feel happy it is 
the Christian,” “Po this the sister replied, 
“ Ah brother! why do you call such a wicked 
wretch as I am, achild of God, and a daughter 
of heaven—TI am more deserving of being cal- 
led, a daughter of hell and the child of the 
Devil,poor wicked creature that am.” “Sister, 
said the brother, I always knew you to bea 
very wicked, uneasy, and troublesome woman 
but { never expected to hear you acknowledge 
it especially before company. You are indeed, 
sister, more deserving of being called the child 
of the Devil, than the child of God.” Upon 
this the sister roused herself up and witha 
great deal of energy and no little spirit beam- 
ing in her eye, indignantly said “ I would have 
you to know Sir, that I am not worse than my 
neighbours; but am as good as any of you.” 
This produced a laugh at the dear sister’s 
expense, who felt a little ashained to be thus 
caught, and her confession of being a poor 
wicked hell deserving sinner, proved to be in- 
sincere. —-- 


AN EXTRACT. 


Judas, and half believes, that he has done God 
service. 

The proud, ambitious, arrogant clergyman, 
takes his stand in the church with the same 
views, that the proud, arrogant and ambitious 
stateman takes his in the world. Is self-ag- 
grandizement the motive of the latter? So it 
is of the former; and this is to be sought in 
pursuits and studies, which ought above all 
others to sweeten the temper, and humble the 
pride of man. The arch casuist soon, indeed, 
acquires a zeal for religion, but it is cruel ; he 
learns to contend for the faith, but he contends 
with acrimony ; even the Cross, the sacred 
symbol of the Saviour’s sufferings, is borne a- 
bout with him as an ostentatious emblem of 
‘his own humility. His own creed is the stan- 
dard of doctrine, his own church, the exclusive 
asylum of faith. He fancies that he possesses, 
solus in solo, all the orthodoxy, all the erudi- 
tion, all the taste of the kingdom. If any one 
dares pass the boundaries he has fixed, or to 
adopt a mode of expression he has not authori- 
zed, he brands him withthe appellation of he- 
retic, and instantly hurls at his devoted head 
a thunderbolt. If an individual stands in his 
‘way, and particularly if that individual pos- 
'sesses aninfluence which he envies, he marks 
him as his victim. The sacrifice, however 
must be orthodoxly performed and attended 
with all the external forms of sanctity. ‘To 
| prepare the way for this, disingenuous insinua- 
tions are thrown out against the hated object. 
His sentiments are mistated, his language is 
perverted, and his performances are dissected 
and combined anew, and held up in opposition 
to sound doctrine; in order to awaken jea- 
‘lousies, to weaken the confidence and steal a-. 
way the affection of his christian friends. — In 
the mean time, and the more effectually to con- 
ceal the ultimate design, the sacred names of 
ifriendship, of sincerity, of candor, are fiung a- 
round the devoted individual; profession 
swells on profession ; a sense of duty, a love 
of truth, and even thy glory, God of mercy ! is 
declared by the insatiate executioner to go- 
vern him whilst he feels at the moment, tiie 
‘malice of hell rankling in his bosom, and dips 
j his pen in the venom of thedamned! ‘The as- 
‘sault is indeed conducted under the banner af 
‘Jesus Christ; but it is unmaterial whether it 
-be the banner of Jesus Christ or Mahomet. A 


: 

















proud, haughty, persecuting spirit, wherever 
or in whosoever found, will transform the mild 


accents of heavenly grace to execrations ; and 


Under the cover of Religion, men, perhaps! steep as soon the Eyangelist as the Alcoran in 
more frequently indulge the bitterness of pas-! blood. 


sion without compuuction, than in any other |! 
The wretch, who wantonly, and) 
without some “ salvo to his concience,” at-| 


Situation. 
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ORDINATION. 
On Thurday the 10th inst. the Rev. Wi!- 


torted countenance, on which sits the smile of 


tacks private character, feels self-condemned.| liam Morse, was set apart by public and so- 
But the sour, sanctimonious, grace hardened lemn ordination, to the work of the Gospel! 
biget, embarks all his pride, gratifies all his re-| Ministry, and to the Pastoral charge of “ The 
venge, and empties his corroded bosom of its} Second Independent Church of Christ, called 


gall, and having done sv, smooths over the dis-| Universalist, in the Northern Liberties of the 
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city of Philadelphia.’ Introductory prayer 
by Mr. Carrique, Sermon, by the Rev. Mr. 
Mitchell, trom N. York; Consecrating Pray- 
er and Right Hand of Fellowship, by the Rev. 
Mr. Kneeland, of this city; Delivery of the 





Scriptures and Charges, by the Rev. Mr. Car-| 


rique, from the city of Hudson, N.Y. Mr. 
Mitchell also favored us with three evening 
Lectures, on Tuesday, Wednesday and ‘Thurs- 
day evenings. Mr. Carrique preached on Fri- 
day evening, aud also gave us three discourses 
on the Sabbath. ‘These services were all well 
attended, and on Sabbath evening in particu- 
lar, the house was crowded. May the best of 
heaven’s blessings, both to the speakers and 
hearers, succeed the acceptable labors of our 
visiting brethren in the ministry, by whom our 
souls have been abundantly refreshed, and our 
hearts have been warmed and made glad. 
Gazetteer. 
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POETRY 
POBTRY. 
FOR THE MESSENGER OF PEACE. 
~ THE ATHEIST. 
Light was the breeze, the air was mild 
Creation bloom’d, all nature smil'd, 


The fields were dress'd in roseate hue, 
Resplendent with the morning dew. 




















The Ath‘ist views the lovely sight, 

Its beauty pleases, charms, delight, 

And while enraptur‘d is his sense, 
Surveys the scene ; and asks from whence 


This rich variety ? who made 

The blooming field, the radiant glade ? 
Who spread the curtains of the sky 
With azure mild to cheer the eye ? 


Who dress’d the earth in verdant green ? 
Who has contriv’d and plann’d a scene 
In which, where e’re we look, we find 
The fancy pleas‘d, the taste refin’d ? 





"iy doctrine tefls me, there’s no cause 
That works by regulative laws, 

That chance and fate with blind controul 
Created this ** stupendous whole.” 


tfow then this order, beauty too? 
Jfow,—if my darling creed be true, 
Does it so happen, that blind chance 
Has deck’d with blue the clear expanse ? 


ee ~ 


Why was'’t not red instead of blue, 
To pain the sight, obstruct the view ; 
And why’s the earth in green array’d, 
Why so much goodness here display‘d ° 





Why are we blest with morning light, 
Not curs'd with everlasting night ? 
Why is’t that summer decks the plain, i 
Aud not eternal winter reign ? 


My views are false, there is a cause 
That works by well establish’d law 
There is a God, there isT know. 
Reason and conscience tel) me so. 


; 





TFarewe!! my atheistic creed, 

Your impieus yows, no more I'll heed, 

Por every plant that creetsthe eve 
| t . 
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THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM. 


WHEN marshall’d on the nightly plain, 
The glitt’ring host bestud the sky ; 
One star alone, of all the train, 
Can fix the sinner’s wand’ring eye. 
Deep horror then my vitals froze, 
Death struck, I ceas’d the tide to stem: 
When suddenly a star arose, 
It was the star of Bethlehem. 


Hark! Hark! to God the chorus breaks, 
From every host, from every gem ; 
But one alone the Saviour speaks, 
It is the star of Bethlehem. 


Once on the raging seasI rode, 

The storm was loud,—the night was dark, 
The ocean yawn’d—and rudely blow'd, 

The wind that toss’d my foundering bark. 


It was my guide, my light, my all, 
It bade my dark forebodings cease ; 

And through the storm and dangers thrall, 
It led me to the port of peace. 


Now safely moor’d—my perils o'er ; 
I'll sing, first in night's diadem, 

For ever and for evermore, 
The star,—The star of Bethlehem! 


Deep horror then my vitals froze, 
Death-struck, I ceas‘d the tide to stem ; 
When suddenly a star arose, 
It was the star of Bethlehem. 


FOR SALE, 


At the Office of the Messenger of Peace, the Child's 
Scriptural Catechism, by H. BaLiot, of Boston—This 
catechism is recommended to the notice of parents, who 
wish to direct the minds of their children to the Holy 
Scriptures ; every answer to the questions proposed, be- 
ing passages selected from the divine word, with refer- 
ences to the places where they are to be found. By this 
arrangement the child becomes acquainted with many 
important declarations in the Bible, and is induced to 
search the scriptures. 

6 Cents single, 50 Cents per Dozen. 
ALSO, 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 
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TITB CONDITIONS 


OF THIS PAPER ARE 


ONE DOLLAR 


PAID IN ADVANCE. 


. B. Persons living in distant towns, if 
they will appoint an agent, by forwarding $5, 
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for a greater number. 


po The RURAL REPOSITORY, is on 


,the the same conditions as the above. 
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MARRIED, 

On Saturday last, by the Rey. Mr. Carrique,Mr. Jonn 

V. Sim Eat, to Miss En:za Coventry. 
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